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W«crth*r: 


Cold 


DRIVER SHOT AT NEW BUFFALO 


Truckers' Strike 
Violence Grows 


Police-Guarded Convoys 


Get Through Safely 


. BOTTLES HIT WINDSHIELD: Cab and trailer lie on side along Indiana Toll 
Road Saturday near La Porte, Ind., after driver lost control when beverage 
bottles were thrown through windshield from overpass, 40 miles east of In- 
diana-Illinois state line. Driver was hospitalized. (AP Wirephoto) 


BY LYLE SUMERIX 
South Berrien Bureai 


NEW BUFFALO - A Chicago 


truck driver was shot and 
wounded near here last night as 
the 
nationwide 
protest 
by 


independent 
truckers 
con- 


tinued. 


The trucker, Max P. Krug- 


man, 28, Chicago, was shot once 
in the left shoulder, according to 
state police here. He was listed 
in 
fair 
condition today at 


Memorial hospital, Michigan 
City, Ind. 


The shooting was the fifth 


Business Feels Pinch 
From Truckers' Strike 


By ASSOCIATED PRESS 


The strike by independent 


truckers idled an estimated 
20,000 workers in affected in- 
dustries today as it began 
crippling deliveries of meat and 
produce in some areas. 


New Violence was reported. . 
Officials in 15 states reported 


shootings, rock throwing or tire 
and hose slashings over the 
weekend. 


Two drivers suffered shoulder 


wounds from bullets near New 
Buffalo, Mich., and Louisville, 
Ky., Sunday night. A Pennsyl- 
vania official said there had 
been 14 shootings at trucks and 
up to 100 other violent incidents 
since last Wednesday. One 
trucker died in violence related 
to the shutdown last Thursday. 


About 3,400 National Guards- 


men stood watch today on Ohio 


and Pennsylvania highways. 
Federal and state 
officials 


recessed a Washington meeting 
early today without settling the 
growing shutdown that has 
touched at least 30 states. 
Thousands of trucks are not 
operating, hundreds of truck 
stop stations-cafes have closed 
since Thursday. 


Federal energy chief William 


E. Simon, Gov.'Milton J. Shapp 
of Pennsylvania, representa- 
tives of five other stales and 
spokesmen for some indepen- 
dent drivers participated in the 
Washington meetings that were 
to resume today after two un- 
successful sessions Sunday. 


Simon said that he opposed, 


but did not rule out, a rollback 
in diesel fuel prices. A rollback 
is a key demand by the strikers. 
They say diesel fuel has gone 
from 33 cents to 47 cents a 
gallon in eight months. 


Shapp proposed a 45-day 


moratorium on the truckers' 
shutdown to avert "pending 
economic 
disaster." 
But 


spokesmen for the striking 
independents, and drivers in- 
terviewed in several states, said 
they weren't rolling again until 
diesel fuel prices are cut back, 
freight rates are raised and un- 
til they are allowed to pass 
along higher fuel costs. 


"They'll start waking up 


when the store shelves are 
empty," predicted trucker Bill 
Holt in St. Louis, Mo. 


"I've got $100,000 worth of 


truck and equipment sitting out 
here, and I stand to lose it all," 
said driver Dale Phifer in 
Phoenix, Ariz. "But I'll lose it 
my way before I'll lose it to the 


(See page IS, c«l. 1) 


ATFY. J.L. FLEET 
Speaks f«r trackers 


connected with the protest in the 
staft during the weekend, but 
the only one in which a driver 
was wounded. 


Krugman told troopers he was 


shot by a man as he stood near 
his truck parked along the east- 
bound 1-94 lanes about 1% miles 
north of the state line at 8:40 
p.m. 


According to Krugman, the 


man. described as white, got out 
of a car containing several other 
men and shot him after asking 
him if he was working. 


Krugman said the man pulled 


a handgun and fired after 
Krugman told him he was 
working. The gunman said 
"You won't be for long", Krug- 
man told officers. 


Krugman told officers he 


fired one shot at the car after 
the man jumped into it and it 
sped away, before driving about 
a mile to the state police post for 
help. 


Roadblocks were 
set 
up 


throughout the area, but were 
called off a short time later 
after no one was apprehended. 


Police said Krugman told 


them he was hauling a load of 
bread to Kalamazoo. He is 
employed 
by Blue Arrow- 


Douglas, Inc. 


Meanwhile, Berrien sheriff's 


cars convoyed other truckers 
from the Van Buren county line 
to the state line as a precaution 
over the weekend. 


Deputies said the convoys 


were started after a Chicago- 
bound trucker complained of 
harassment. Some seven con- 
voys were made Saturday and 
Sunday with no trouble, officers 
reported. One of the convoys 
contained 20 trucks. 


The shooting was the only 


case of vilence reported over the 
weekend 
in 
southwestern 


Michigan. 


It was the latest in a series 


which began Friday night in the 
area when air hoses were cut on 
seven 
semi-trailer 
trucks 


parked at the Firebird truck 
stop. Sawyer. 


Striking truckers ringed fuel 


pump areas at the Firebird and 
Hildebrands 
truck 
plaza, 


LaPorte road and 1-94 south of 
New Buffalo, late Friday night 
so that working drivers could 
not refuel. Pumps remained 
blocked yet this morning. 


A blockade of some 15 trucks 


shut down diesel pumps this 
morning at Famous X-Way sta- 
tion, Napier avenue and 1-94, 
Benton township. The station 


(See page 15, ctl. 7) 


'I Wasn't Lost' 


Blind Girl Survives 
Night In Mountains 


MISS SOUTH HAVEN: Yolanda Mitchell, 17, was 
chosen Miss South Haven for 1974, Saturday night. 
She is a senior at L.C. Mohr high school in South 
Haven and plans on attending Western Michigan 
university after graduation. Yolanda will represent 
her community in the Miss Blossomtime pageant to 
be staged April 1 at Lakeshore high school audi-. 
torium. Story on page 27. (Tom Renner Photo) 


INDEX To Inside Pages 


SECTION ONE 


Editorials 
Page 2 


Area Highlights 
Page 3 


Woman's SectiM . Pages 4,5, 6 
AnnLaiders 
PageC 


OMlMries 
Page 15 


SECTION TWO 


Area Highlights 
Page 17 


Pages 18, U. a, 


»,24 


Comics, TV, Radio 
Page 26 


Markets 
Page 27 


Weather Forecast 
Page 27 


Classified Ads .... Pages 28,2», 


3», 31 


. 
SECTION THREE 


Sears 
12 pages 


SECTION FOUR 


OsetDng 
8 pages 


REDLANDS, 
Calif. 
(AP) - 
"I did 


calisthenics. I did situps. pushups and jogged 
almost all night," says a 17-year-old blind girl of 
her night alone in the snow-covered San Ber- 
nardino Mountains. 


Cheryl Anne Beem of Anaheim, Calif., wan- 


dered away from a group of blind teenagers Sa- 
turday during a weekend camping trip spon- 
sored by the Braille Institute of Los Angeles and 
Orange counties. 


• 
She spent the night at the 7,100-foot level of the 


mountains, where the temperature dropped to 26 
degrees. She was wearing a cap, sweater and 
light slacks when she walked out of the wilder- 
ness on her own Sunday. 


Authorities said she was in good spirits and 


appeared in good health after being found by 
Max Howell, 12, of Fountain Valley. He led her 
the final mile to Camp Osceola, a YMCA camp 
where he had been staying about five miles from 
the spot she left Saturday. 


Chickie Mclntosh, a director at the camp, said 


she knew the girl was healthy when she smiled 
and said: "1 think my teeth arc finally unfreez- 
ing." 


"I wasn't lost," Cheryl later joked with 


searchers. "I knew where ! was (but) several 


otner people didn't know." More than 50 
sheriff's deputies and volunteers had been 
looking for her. 


Cheryl, \\lio has been legally blind for two 


years, has peripheral vision that enables her to 
see things to the side, but not directly in front of 
her. 


"She could have walked toward a cliff — and 


there are a lot of them around there — and not 
known whether it was six feet or 60 feet away," 
said a sheriff's spokesman, referring to her lack 
of depth perception. 


"I wandered most of yesterday before I 


realized I was lost," Cheryl said. "I picked a 
location and just stayed there." 


She said that when she tired of exercising to 


keep warm in the subfreezing temperatures, she 
found a rope and coiled it on the snow. Then she 
covered herself with tree branches, she said. 


Cheryl said she once heard and saw one of the 


two helicopters searching for her. But she said 
she was not noticed even though she waved and 
carved S.O.S. into the snow, filling the letters 
with dirt and leaves for visibility. 


"I began to get angry because I was afraid I 


was going to miss my English class on Mon- 
day," said Cheryl, a B-plus student at Anaheim 
High School. 


WOUNDED TRUCKER: Chicago trucker Max Krugman, 30, was shot and 
wounded near New Buffalo last night. Examining wound in left shoulder is Pa 
trolman Pat Stranard, of New Buffalo city police. (Don Wehner photo) 


Record Budget May Go Higher 


President Nixon today un- 


veiled a record $304 billion bud- 
get for fiscal 1975 and said he 
wouldn't hesitate to exceed his 
spending plan to offset effects of 
a growing recession caused by 
the energy crisis. 


"If it means busting the bud- 


get, he will bust the budget to 
keep people from losing their 
jobs", said Deputy Budget 
Director Frederic Malck. 


However, the president said 


his budget walks a tightrope of 
moderate economic restraint to 
"provide for a fiscal policy that 
would support high employment 
while restraining inflation". 


Sec complete details of budget 


on page 8. 


BLIND GIRL SURVIVES ORDEAL: David Bcem hugs his blind daughter 
Cheryl Ann after she was rescued Sunday in the San Bernardino National Forest 
near Redlands, Calif. Cheryl was missing for more than a day after being lost on 
an outing. The 17-year-old blind girl said she spent most of the night walking 
and doing exercises to keep warm where temperatures dropped to 25-degrees 
(AP Wirephoto) 
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Heat's On 


fut The Light In DST 
Where It Should Be 


:• Though traditionally suspicious and 
invariably dismayed when public of- 
ficials reverse themselves, Governor 
Milliken's call upon President Nixon 
to pull Michigan back from super 
daylight saving time was the cheeriest 
Tiote in an otherwise despressing news 
•period last week. 
-r;Based upon Michigan's experience, 
he wrote the White house, I would urge 
jit's repeal. 
'''Congress made nationwide DST ef- 
fective in early December as an 
Energy conservation measure. 


Some unidentified expert convinced 


the lawmakers that electricity con- 
sumption would decline at least three 
per cent if people arose in darkness or 
semi darkness and retired as the sun 
was settling beyond the horizon. 
;.~,The power used to light up in the 
rrlDrning would be less than that con- 
sumed in the evening to brighten the 
•figuse, run the boob tube and service 
other domestic requirements, the ex- 
jlert declared. 
^Congress swallowed this reasoning, 
"Book, line and sinker, and inasmuch as 
!tjie Administration already had urged 
Advancing the clock's hands, Nixon 
?1gned the bill immediately into law. 
5-The utility companies now report 
|jie.y see no savings from the idea, kids 
jgfling to school in the dark are being 
Mt by motorists who fail to see them, 
;aHd even Detroit's staunchiest ad- 
•yljcates of being on New York City's 
%ne year round are expressing second 
Shjmghts. Some of their representa- 
tives in the state legislature already 
^aye introduced bills to return the 
slate to a 12-month Eastern Standard 
Time schedule. 
,..: Michigan is one of several states 
which straddle the conventional time 
zones. 
y; ,Most of its territory lies westward 
;-from the longitude which demarcates 
"the Eastern and Central Time Zones. 


The bulk of its business activity in 


dollar volume transpires east of the 
/line. 
" Included in that business activity 


are the television stations from Lans- 
ing to Detroit whose managers save 
considerable money by taking their 
network feeds directly from New York 
City transmission points rather than 
taping them for a rerun an hour later. 
They, and the Detroit 
bankers, 


brokerage houses and other businesses 
tied to the New York influence have 
been the DST moving spirits since the 
issue became a major political hassle 
six years ago. 


They won the first round, lost the 


second and touk the third in the 1972 
elections on summertime Eastern DST 
which because of Congress' unthinking 
action now becomes a perpetual DST 
out of step with the realities of getting 
the youngsters to school, milking a 
cow, having the sun burn off the even- 
ing dew from the fields and orchards, 
and so on. 


Golfers think it's great, but we have 


not'mel with many other segments in 
our pluralistic society which enjoy 
outraging the sun. 


Milliken's 
appeal 
to 
Nixon 


seemingly proceeds on the theory that 
the Michigan legislature lacks the 
authority to adjust the time schedule 
internally. 


However, several weeks ago he 


refrained from taking action, then ap- 
parently available, to exempt the state 
from super DST by executive order. 
Ostensibly he did so on the advice of 
personal advisors that Michigan's 
economy would be served better by 
going along with the national schedule 
than by remaining outside of it. When 
we read the story, it occurred to us 
that the Michigan Chamber of Com- 
merce 
whose financial 
lifeblood 


depends on Detroit contributions wrote 
the opinion. 


No doubt most of our sister slates 


would like to get back closer to Old 
Sol, but if Washington follows its usual 
pattern of never undoing that which 
never should have been done, we doubt 
if the troops would be called out should 
Lansing take the bull by the horns. 


Small Cars?~Well> How 
About Smaller People? 


~ -_If we're ever going to solve the 
^long-term energy problem, we're go- 
'.' ing to have to abandon our fixation 
..: with thinking big and start thinking 


small, says Don Wright, who compiles 
a 
column 
of 
tongue-in-cheek 


-animaversions 
in 
Hydro 
News, 


-^published by Canada's Ontario Hydro 
"Corp. 
;•*' 'It's not just a question of small cars 
jbr smaller houses or reduced con- 


-Sidelight Of 


Crisis 


>;;:Energy crisis sidelight: 
';:-The "glamour graduates" these 
"<Iays are the petroleum engineers. 
"^Marietta College in Ohio, the na- 
tion's only liberal arts college offering 
« degree in petroleum engineering, 
^reports that the dozen or so petroleum 
^engineers it turns out each year com- 
mand the highest salaries of any 
graduates. 


• 
Members of the class .of '74, for 


example, are being offering starting 
salaries of $12,000 to $13,700 a year for 


- a B.S. degree in petroleum engineer- 


ing, and the bid rate is going up by 


. about $300 to $500 a year. 
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sumption. All these will follow when 
we get at the root cause of the energy 
shortage — people. We must start 
talking smaller people, he says. 


Firm government leadership is the 


first requisite. All biologists and 
genetic engineers should be called in 
and the national goal made clear — 
three-foot people by 2050, two-foot 
people by 3000. Provide every scientist 
with free test tubes, fresh ^hite 
smocks, subsidized microscopes and 
put them to work trimming the fat off 
our genes. 


The mind boggles — at least 


Wright's does — at the advantages: 
Car pools with 25 people per vehicle; 
houses the size of insulated bee hives 
heated with four quarts of oil a year; 
15 people sharing a tubful of hot water. 
The list is endless and sheik-shaking 
in its implications, he modestly avers. 


Granted, we can't do much with the 


people we already have, but some 
measures may be feasible. French 
fries, cream 
puffs and chocolate 


eclairs could be banned immediately, 
he suggests. This wouldn't shorten us 
up much, but at least we'd be able to 
crowd more "people into a subway car. 


Whichever way you look at it, says 


Wright, the carrying capacity of our 
environment is limited and it should 
be easier to make people smaller than 
to make the world bigger. 


Crazy, yes. But, as Michigan's Gov. 


William Milliken has finally decided, 
it's not that much crazier than some 
other energy-saving ideas we have 
adopted — like Daylight Saving Time 
in the middle of winter. 


Metric Eggs 


When Australia'adopted the metric 


system a few years ago, the chan- 
geover was not without its unexpected 
pitfalls. Fr example, one irate letter 
writer complained to an editor: 


"Since eggs went metric they have 


been pale in yolk color and lacking in 
freshness. This clearly shows that 
(chickens) cannot adjust to laying 
different-size eggs. 


"We tamper with nature at our 


peril." 


GLANCING BACKWARDS 


NAME MINISTER 
FOR SJ CHURCH 
— 1 Year Ago — 


The Rev. Dale D. Brown will 


assume duties as pastor of First 
United Methodist church in St. 
Joseph Sunday, Feb. 4. The 
Rev. Brown replaces the Rev. 
Sidney A. Short who is now 
serving as pastor of the First 
United Methodist church at 
Hastings. 


The Rev. Brown comes to St. 


'Joseph from Grandville, where 
he served since 1964. He has also 
served churches at Evart, Corn- 
stock, Edmore and Slandwood. 
A native of Midland, the Rev. 
Brown was graduated from 
Midland high school and at- 
tended Vennard college. He 
received his Bachelor of science 
degree from Central Michigan 
university and his bachelor of 
divinity degree from Garrett 
Theological seminary. 


•BEARS' TO PERFORM 


FOR BANQUET 


— 10 Years Ago — 


The 
Mother-Daughter 


banquet of Trinity Lutheran 
church will be held Friday at 


6:30 p.m. in the church dining 
hall. The banquet will have a 
circus theme complete with a 
ring master and live clowns. 


The program will include a 


toast to mothers by Debra and 
Diane Lafin and a toast to 
daughters by Mrs. Ralph Lafin. 
Taking part in the wild bear act 
will be Beth Burns, Lee Mil- 
nikel, David Dorr, Bart Bodtke, 
and Tommy Zicbart. Debbie 
Williams will be the circus 
majorette and Mrs. Gerald Nast 
will be the singing lady. 


SJ MUSICIANS 
ATTEND CLINIC 
— 35 Years Ago — 


Franklin Wiltse, director of 


instrumental music in the St. 
Joseph schools and ten SI. 
Joseph 
high 
school 
band 


musicians went to Sturgis this 
morning for a two-day band 
clinic in that1 city. They.will re- 
turn Sunday evening. At 6 
o'clock this evening, the local 
students will talk to Edward 
Zick, of an amateur short wave 
station in St. Joseph. The' 
students will broadcast from a 
Sturgis short wave station. 


THE 
FAMILY LAWYER 


Reward To Policemen 


Arsonists set fire to a large 


warehouse one night, and the 
owners offered a $10,000 reward 
for catching the culprits. A few 
days later, an alert policeman 
picked up the guilty pair in a 
bar. 


In this situation, was the 


policeman entitled to the $10,000? 
He insisted that he was, but a 
court ruled against him. The 
court said he could not collect a 
reward for doing what the city 
was already paying him to do: 
capture criminals. 


This is the rule in most cir- 


cumstances, that a policeman 
(or other public employee) can- 
not demand a reward for merely 
doing his job. 


Otherwise, 
explained one 


judge, "whenever a crime was 
committed, instead of speeding 
efforts for the arrest of the of- 
fender, there would be a holding 
back in the hope that a reward 
would be offered." 


On the other hand, an officer 


usually can collect the reward if 
what he did was outside the 
scope 
of his 
duties. 
For 


example: 


A deputy sheriff, on vacation 


in a neighboring county, had 
occasion to help in the capture 
of a bank robber. Learning that 
the bank had offered a reward, 
he decided to put in a claim for 
it. 


This time, the court ruled in 


his favor. The court said that, 
having acted strictly on his own, 
he had as much right to the 
reward as any other deserving 
citizen. 


One famous case involved a 


hotel fire so fierce that firemen 
gave up their efforts to get into 
the building. Suddenly an an- 
guished onlooker cried: 


"I will give $5,000 to anyone 


who will bring out my wife!" 


One fireman, galvanized into 


action, fought his way through 


the flames and managed to 
bring the woman out. 


Later, when he tried to collect 


the reward, the husband argued 
that rescuing people was part of 
a fireman's job. But the court 
said a fireman's job did not 
include rescues involving such a 
dire risk to his own life. For 
action above and beyond the call 
of duty, said the court, this 
fireman had earned the reward. 


Local students taking part in 


the clinic program are Polly 
Preston and Charles Roberts, 
flute players; William Glines, 
cornetist; Robert Barkman, 
clarinetist; 
John 
Preston, 


clarinetist; Kirby Milton, bari- 
tone saxophone; Herbert Ach- 
terberg, tenor saxophone; Horst 
Garbuschewski, bass clarine- 
tist; Ray Piotrosky, susaphonist 
and Burton Aldrich, drummer. 


LOSING MONEY 
— 45 Years Ago — 


City Manager H.G. Crow, in 


office a little more than one 
month, advised the city com- 
mission 
that 
a 
checkup 


completed by him disclosed that 
72 of the city's larger users of 
water have been obtaining their 
supply at a cheaper rate than 
the city intended when the 
present rates were put into ef- 
fect eight years ago. He advised 
that the city has been losing 
$3,000 per year for the past eight 
years, or $24,000 in all. 


BUYS BUSINESS 
— 55 Years Ago — 


The St. Joseph Automobile 


company, which for the past 
seven. years has operated a 
garage on Ship street, today 
sold the business to Charles L. 
Miller, of Baroda, well known 
automobile 
dealer. 
Samuel 


Samflore 
has operated 
the 


garage successfully and has a 
large repair business. He has 
not announced his future plans. 
Mr. Miller, who enters business 
in this city, is well known here. 
For the past five years he has 
been agent for the Reo company 
in Berrien county, and he now 
has the agency for Republic 
trucks. 


INSTALL OFFICERS 


— 65 Years Ago — 


The L.O.T.M. of Galien ins- 


talled officers as follows; Com- 
mander, Carrie Null; past com- 
mander, Jane Ingalls; lieut. 
commander, Eleanor Pyle; 
record keeper, Bertha Hamil- 
ton; 
finance keeper, Dora 


Glover. 


EDITOR'S 
MAILBAG 


SAYS DIAL-A-RIDE 


NEEDED NOW 


Editor, 


Are we going to let Dial-A- 


Ride get away from us? We 
need transportation despera- 
tely. Mr. Mammilla says it. will 
put him out of business. What 
business? The one Pipestone 
bus he runs? He is pricing him- 
self out of business by con- 
tinually 
requesting 
fare 


increases. His one bus won't get 
you to Fairplain Plaza or a 
dozen other places one may 
need to go. He still will have the 
school buses— that's enough to 
keep him busy keeping them in 
good repair. 


Let us push for Dial-A-Ridc 


now. We need transportation 
and we need it now. 


Florence Lehman 


250 Wall street 
Benton Harbor 


Ray Cromley 


Oil: New Weapon 


Of Diplomacy 


Talks with officials working 


on the problem make it clear 
that the U.S. Government will 
allow coal, gas, oil, gasoline, 
uranium and electric power 
prices to rise to the levels 
necessary to inspire industry to 
discover and develop sufficient 
new sources to make this 
country a net exporter of energy 
within 25 years. 


Prices could be rolled back on 


occasion if the government 
believes they are higher than 
necessary to achieve these ends. 
But the general overall trend 
will be up, though officials are 
convinced present oil price 
levels are about right for now to 
achieve the end they desire. 


Controls over energy dis- 


tribution and use, Congress 
permitting, will be continued 
for an indefinite period even if 
Arab countries lift their embar- 
goes and allow a free flow of 
petroleum in the near future. 
This continued control will keep 
the pressure on for the develop- 
ment of new sources and for 
more efficient use. 


The objective of course is to 


make it impossible for the 
Arabs, Russians or any other 
bloc ever again' to use oil to put 
such heavy political pressure on 
the U.S. or our allies in Asia and 
Europe. 


Specifically, the strategists, 


deeply shaken by the cutoff of 
important amounts of oil to the 
U.S. Navy, Air Force and Army 
by foreign suppliers and the 
problems faced for a time by the 
U.S. military with some U.S. 
suppliers dependent on foreign 
oil sources, are resolved this 
country shall not be crippled in 
the future in time of emergency 
or war. 


The planners are also deter- 


mined that selective oil embar- 
goes or the threat of such em- 
bargoes shall not be used effec- 
tively to weaken or break the 
North 
Atlantic Treaty Or- 


ganization. They were shocked 
by the strains put on NATO in 


the 
this latest go-round 
Israeli-Arab war. 


Finally, President Nixon's 


aides are resolved to make cer- 
tain neither the U.S. nor our 
allies are crippled economically 
by exorbitant energy costs. The 
well being of the United States 
economically depends not only 
on adequate reasonably-priced 
energy for ourselves, but also, 
for associated Western coun- 
tries. Much of our recent 
prosperity has been due to ex- 
ports. The significant loss of 
American markets overseas, as 
Europe and Japan deteriorated, 
would drive this country to 
serious difficulties. 


My own independent contacts 


seem to verify the optimism of 
government officials on the 
growth prospects for domestic 
energy. Never has this reporter 
seen such a concentrated drive 
as has developed in recent 
months sparked by individuals 
and private industry — all this 
in quite some contrast to the 
shilly-shallying and "let's-be- 
careful-and-don't-make-a-mis- 
take" attitude of so many 
government bureaucrats. 


Friends in industry say used 


pipe need in driling is selling at 
one and half times the con- 
trolled price for new pipe, so 
energetically are independent 
operators moving in to drill new 
wells. Secondary recovery is 
now becoming profitable and 
developing space. Major oil 
firms are making deals for off- 
shore drilling rigs as rapidly as 
they can be made available. 
Note too the extremely high bids 
and the competitive drive with 
which companies went after the 
oil shale lands recently opened 
for bidding. 


Business 
acquaintances 


report firm after firm in in- 
dustry and commerce develop- 
ing ingenious methods for 
stretching energy or for cutting 
back on energy-intensive opera- 
tions. 


Major Tax 


Reform Due 


WASHINGTON - By next 


year — or perhaps the year after 
that — single persons may not 
have to pay a larger share of 
their income in Federal taxes 
than married couples filing 
joint returns. 


Filing a joint return is a good 


deal for families in which the 
wife does not work. But this 
double standard is unfair to the 
nation's 34 million bachelors, 
single 
women, 
widows, 


widowers, divorced persons, 
and marrieds who file single 
returns. 


Major tax reform under which 


all persons would be assessed 
on the same basis, regardless of 
marital status, is currently be- 
ing considered by the House 
Ways and Means Committee. 
The omnibus tax measure is 
expected to be reported out by 
the end of this month, and 
Chairman Wilbur Mills has 
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"/ hate to tell you this Fred, but I'm afraid we guessed 
wrong. The unisex look Is out. This year, the F. Scott 


and Zelda Fitzgerald look is in!" 


promised there will be changes 
in the present discriminatory 
system. 


For. nearly 30 years, singles 


have been carrying a heavier 
tax 
burden 
than 
married 


couples filing jointly. Some 
have been paying as much as 20 
per cent more in income taxes. 


There is no logical basis for 


taxing singles on a different 
standard than married couples. 
Singles have the same basic 
household and living expendi- 
tures as couples. The extra 
burden of dependents is adjust- 
ed by exemptions. 


Indeed, Congress did not 


deliberately set out to penalize 
those who chose to stay single, 
or live in sin. It was a legislative 
accident. In 1948, Congress 
became concerned that tax- 
payers in states with com- 
munity property laws were 
paying far less than those in 
other states, and sought to 
create one national tax stan- 
dard. So it approved income- 
splitting; allowing husband and 
wife to total up their joint in- 
comes and file together. 


Congress just forgot about the 


disparity which that produced 
with the single taxpayer. So for 
nearly 20 years, the single tax- 
payer paid up to 40 per cent 
more than his economic coun- 
terpart who was married, had a 
nonworking wife, and 
filed 


jointly. 


Congressional tax reform in 


1969 did not eliminate the 
inequity but did reduce it con- 
siderably. 


The new measure 
being 


drafted in the House may 
abolish the four major tax 
categories altogether and set a 
uniform tax base for every per- 
son. A similar bill is pending in 
the Senate on which hearings 
may be held this spring. 


Such a move could cost the 


Federal Government $1.6 billion 
in lost revenue, which would 
have to be made up by tighten- 
ing loopholes elsewhere. 


80,000 SNOWBOUND 


TEHRAN, Iran (AP) - Arm> 


units today were reported to 
have reached 80,000 families in 
regions cut off by recent heavy 
snowfalls. • 
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Colder Air 
Will Follow 
Snow Show 


The first snowfall of any consequence in more than three weeks 


slickened roads across southwestern Michigan this morning and 
draped the landscape with 2 to 4 inches of white. 


The U.S. Weather Service forecast cold air would follow behind 


the heavy flurries that produced most of the snow this morning. 
The mercury is expected to dip to between 6 and 12 degrees 
tonight, coupled with a chance of snow before Tuesday morning. 


The extreme southwestern corner of Bcrrien county, the Three 


Oaks-New Buffalo area, escaped most of the snow, reporting only 
a light covering this morning. 


Thomas Webb, Berricn county road commission engineer- 


manager, said today's snow was the first fall of any importance 
since Jan. 12. 
Fall Down Steps 
Fatal To BH Man 


Donald Polmanteer, 57, of 810 Weld street, Benton Harbor died 


Sunday about 2:24 p.m. after he apparently fell from the basement 
steps of a home on 825 Allen drive, Benton township. 


Township police said Polmanteer had been attempting to carry 


an appliance mover dolly from the basement when it was believed 
he slipped and fell. The body was found on the basement floor with 
the appliance mover on top of it by occupants of the home 
moments after the fall. 


He was pronounced dead on arrival at Mercy hospital minutes 


later. Cause of death was termed as a skull fracture along with 
brain damage due to the accidental fall. 


Township police said the accident was reported by Ann Mul- 


vaney, a resident at 825 Allen drive. Police said Polmanteer had 
gone there to pick up the dolly. 


Surviving are his parents, Mr. and Mrs. Charles E. Polmanteer 


of Coloma and two brothers, Charles A. of San Antonio, Texas and 
Kenneth of Benton Harbor. 


Funeral arrangements were incomplete today at the Frost 


funeral home where friends may call after 7 this evening. 
Four Lawrence 
People Arrested 


LAWRENCE — Four persons 


have been arrested in connec- 
tion with the reported armed 
robbery of a Lawrence man at 
his home Saturday, according to 
Van Buren sheriff's deputies. 


Officers identified the four as 


Claude T. Gorman, Jr., 42; 
Deborah Ann Childress, 17; and 
BH Home 
Damaged 


A stubborn fire that began in 


the basement and spread up- 
ward through walls caused ex- 
tensive damage early Sunday to 
a home, owned and occupied by 
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Lee 
Chandler, 
768 
McAllister 


avenue, according to Benton 
Harbor firemen. 


Firemen said the blaze, 


reported at 3:33 a.m., was of 
undetermined origin. Fire of- 
ficials said the Chandler's, with 
their two grandsons, ages 4 
years and 10 months, escaped 
unharmed, along with a second 
floor tenant, Roxy Howard and 
her three children. 


James D. Hill, 20; all of 131 
West 
Paw 
Paw 
street, 


Lawrence, and a 16-year-old 
Lawrence boy. 


According to deputies, the 


arrests stemmed from the rob- 
bery at knife point of Oscar 
Jones, 51, at his home at 214 St. 
Joseph street, Lawrence about 2 
p.m. Saturday. 


Jones was robbed of $52 cash 


and then locked in the basement 
of his home. Household goods 
worth an estimated $250 were 
taken while Jones was in the 
basement, deputies said. 


Officers said the juvenile was 


arrested at his home about noon 
Sunday. They said the other 
three were taken into custody at 
a Hartford service station about 
5:30 p.m. Saturday, with assis- 
tance of Hartford police. 


Deputies said the juvenile is 


to be petitioned into Van Buren 
juvenile court. The other three 
are to toe arraigned today in 7th 
district court, Paw Paw, on 
charges of armed robbery, ac- 
cording to deputies. 


They said the four have been 


lodged in the county jail pend- 
ing court appearances. 


VIENNA FUND RAISER: March 23 auction will be 
one of major fund raising projects in drive to send 
South Haven high school choir to Vienna, Austria in 
summer for international choral festival. Ron 
Ridley, above, holds one of many items to be auc- 
tioned, an engraving of White House autographed by 
Mrs. Richard Nixon. Behind Ridley is original wa- 
tercolor by E. R. Appleyard of South Haven which 
will also be auctioned. 
Auction committee is 


seeking to determine scope of major items to be put 
on block by Feb. 15. Persons with items to donate 
may call Victor Ridgley or Walter Stieve, both in 
South Has en. 


BATTERING ACTION: Whipped by a 50-mile-an- 
hour wind Lake Michigan waves break over seawall 
at Lions park, St. Joseph, to illustrate why protec- 
tive devices are needed. 


REINFORCEMENTS 
ON 
WAY: Limestone 


boulders are a familiar sight along Lake Michigan 
shoreline as they constitute a durable defense 


against erosion. This load is headed for Lions park 
and water plant area in St. Joseph. Lamb Cons- 
tructon of Holland will install boulders as an addi- 


Saturday Is Lincoln Township's 
Annual 'Special Services 


tional bulwark. Lamb built State Highway depart- 
ment seawall and repaired Chesapeake & Ohio 
railroad seawall. (Staff photos) 
Two Are Injured 
In Lincoln Crash 


Lincoln township hall is to open Saturday, Feb. 9, from 10 


a.m. to 3 p.m. for the township's annual "special services 
day" tor township residents. Mrs. Bernice Thetheway, 
township clerk, said residents will be able to pay 1973 property 
taxes, purchase dog licenses, register to vote or talk with 
Supervisor Ernest Hauch and other officials. 


Stevensville 
Fire Loss 
Is $5,000 


A Sunday afternoon fire in a 


garage trash can touched off a 
blaze that caused an estimated 
85,000 damage to the home of Ed 
R. Rogers, 4361 Carpet street, 
Stevensville, according to Lloyd 
Both, chief of the Tri-Unil fire 
department. 


Both said that while exact 


cause of the fire is unknown, it 
is possible that material in the 
trash can was ignited by hot 
ashes from a fireplace or from 
a pipe that Rogers had been 
smoking earlier in the day 


The 4:45 p.m. fire destroyed 


the garage and caused damage 
to several interior house walls, 
the chief said. 


He said fireman Kudy Bohm 


suffered superficial facial burns 
from the intense heat but did 
not seek hospitalization. 


Mariner Moves 
In For Pictures 


PASADENA, Calif. (AP) - 


The Mariner 10 spacecraft 
closed in today for a sweep past 
Venus that may provide scien- 
tists their first close-up pho- 
tographs of the cloudshrouded 
planet. 


The pass also will help 


reroute the spacecraft toward 
its primary target, Mercury. 


According to Mrs. Thetheway, persons who will be 18 years 


old on or before Nov. 5, may register to vote as with older 


qualifying persons. The early registrations, she said would be 


effective on the person's 18th birthday. Township offices are 
open normally Mondays through Fridays. 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. 


ALLEGED LOOT RECOVERED: Berrien Sheriff's Deputies John Clark (left) 
and James Bale, display about $4,200 in audio visual equipment and typewriters 
the officers allege was stolen last Wednesday from Eau Claire high school. 
Equipment was found in two residences. Charged with breaking and entering 
after their arrest Saturday were, Tommie Heard, 22, of 575 Green avenue, 
Benton Harbor; and Jarrett C. Walker, 21, of 275 Burton street, Benton 
township. Both demanded preliminary examinations, when arraigned before 
Fifth District Judge Leo Cook. Officers said the arrests concluded an eight hour 
investigation that began when Walker was stopped for questioning, while 
walking with a suitcase containing a tape player, in Benton township early Sa- 
turday. Officers said property was seized at the Green street residence and a 
room rented by Walker at 275 Burton. Walker and Heard were jailed when they 
failed to post bonds, set at $3,500 and $5,000, respectively. (Staff photo) 


Two persons were injured 


about 1:55 a.m. Sunday, when 
their ear collided with another 
auto and then crashed 
into 


a Iree, in Lincoln township, ac- 
cording to Berrien sheriff's of- 
ficers. 


The accident occurred on Red 


Arrow highway, just south of 
Glenlord road. 


Admitted 
to 
St. 
Joseph 


Memorial hospital was Penny 
Ott, 18, of 2982 Windsor drive, 
St. Joseph township, a pas- 
senger in the car that hit the 
tree. Deputies said she received 
a severe laceration of the head 
and face. The driver. Hugh A. 
Gillespie, 23, of 657 East Main, 
Benton Harbor, was treated at 
the 
hospital and released. 


Deputies said Gillespie was cit- 
ed for reckless driving. 


Driver of the other car. Vickie 


Yvonne Davidson. 18, of 2207 
Crawford 
drive, 
Benton 


township, was reported unhurt. 


Deputies said Dennis N. Eng- 


dahl, 30, of 612 South Main 
street, Berrien Springs, was in- 
jured about 3:10 a.m. Sunday, 
when his car went off a road in 
Barcida township and hit an 
embankment 
by a 
private 


driveway. 


Engdahl, taken to St. Joseph 


Memorial.hospital, received a 
fractured nose, head lacera- 
tions and a bruised left ankle, 
officers said. He reported that 
he apparently fell asleep. N» 
summonses were issued, of- 
ficers stated. 


In another accident Sunday 


about 7:45 p.m. Roy A. Bow- 


Red Cross Plans 


First Aid Course 


Beginning Feb. 14 


The Berrien County Red C'mss 


chapter will sponsor a first aid 
course starting Feb. 14 at 
chapter headquarters, 409 Main 
street, St. Joseph. Walter Horn 
will be instructor for the 17-hour 
course. 


man. 
25, Edwardsburg, sus- 


tained injuries when a pickup 
truck he was riding in driven by 
Charles Bowman, 25, of Berrien 
Springs, slid out of control and 
struck a tree on Britain avenue 
near Crystal avenue, Benton 
township police reported. 


Hoy Bowman was taken to 


Mercy hospital where he was 
treated and released. No ticket 
was issued as police believe the 
gas pedal on the truck may have 
stuck causing it to si>eed out of 
control. 


GOBLKS HOPEFUL: Joseph G. 
Staneck, H3, route 1, Gobies, is 
one cif 120 contestants for top SI 
million prize in Michigan lot- 
tery's ninth millionaire drawing 
to be held Tuesday, Feb. 5, at 6 
p.m. 
in Saginaw Civic center, 


Saginaw. Staneck, who winters 
in Florida, is a bachelor and 
retired maintenance man from 
Chicago 
area. 
Before 
re- 


tirement. Staneck used his Co- 
bles home fur vacations and 
weekends. He purchased his 
lucky ticket, his second $25 
winner, ul Osinun and \\illsea 
barber shop. Gobies. He termed 
questions on how he would use 
SI million as "premature," but 
added that he would "spend it." 
(Staff photo) 


Body Found 10-12 Days After Shooting 


Berrien Sherilf's Del. Capt Ronald Immoos said a Bcrrien 


Center man who died of gunshot wounds had been dead 10 to 12 
days before the body was discovered Sunday night. 


Immoos said the body of Carroll Douglas Johnson, 34, M-140, 


was found in a bedroom under some linen. An autopy at Mercy 


hospital showed Johnson had died of gunshot wounds and had been 
dead 10 to 12 days, Immoos reported. 


Immoos said the 10-room house was occupied by Johnson's 


family of wife and seven children, ages 3 to 15 years. 


The body was discovered by two teenage guests who were at- 


tending a birthday party at the home Sunday night, Immoos said. 


He added that Mrs. Johnson apparently was not at home when 


the body was discovered. She later was admitted to Lee Memorial 
hospital, Dowagiac. 


Immoos said investigation of the death continues. 
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Senate Bill 
'Dangerous', 
Cast Warns 


Farmland Rescue Measure 


Could Be Trap For 


Owner, He Says 


LANSING — State Rep. Harry 


Cast, Jr., (R-St. Joseph) has 
urged Berrien county residents 
to familiarize themselves with 
what he calls "a very dangerous 
bill " in the Senate combining 
tax relief and land use. 


Referring to the proposed 


Senate substitute of the Green- 
belt Bill (BHB 4244), Gast said 
"well known farm organizations 
in Michigan are supporting this 
bill, but I'm afraid people will 
be taken in by these organiza- 
tions that, I feel, are leading 
farmers in the wrong direc- 
tion." 


The measure is known as the 


"farmland 
rescue 
bill" 


(because its intent is to keep 
land dedicated to agriculture 
instead of falling into the hands 
of real estate speculators for 
commercial and residential 
developments 


Gast said the bill originally 


started out as a measure to 
prevent the taxing of agricul- 
tural land near urban areas on 
its development potential rather 
than on its true agricultural use. 
But the way the bill is set up 
now, 
he explained, a farmer 


Nichols 


Considered 


DETROIT (AP) — Former 


Detroit Police Commissioner 
John Nichols is one of five 
applicants being considered for 
head of the the Public Safety 
Department in suburban Oak 
Park. 


must enter into a development 
rights agreement which makes 
him a partner with the state. 


"It's true that for 10 years the 


land owner will receive a credit 
on his tax for any property tax 
he pays that exceeds seven per 
cent of his income," Gast said. 
"But here is what happens when 
the 10 years are up or if the 
person attempts to opt out dur- 
ing the 10 year period," he said: 


—If the landowner decides not 


to renew the agreement for a 
second 10 years, he must repay 
the amount of tax relief he 
received for 7 of the 10 years 
and must also pay the state 25 
per cent of the fair market value 
of the land as established by the 
State Tax commission, plus 6 
per cent interest on the amount 
charged until paid. 


—If the land owner decides to 


drop out of the agreement 
before the 10 year period, he is 
liable for a civil penalty not to 
exceed double the value of the 
land. 


Gast said 
the incentives 


provided in the Senate substi- 
tute look good on the surface but 
"once a farmer is locked into 
participation in this program, 
he won't be able to afford to get 
out because of the stiff penalty 
provisions in it." 


"The land owner, if he enters 


this agreement to receive the 
so-called tax relief, is prohibited 
from 
using 
his land 
for 


development of any kind," Gast 
said. He said that when the bill 
returns to the House, an attempt 
will be made to refer it back to 
the House Taxation Committee. 


GOBLES JUNIOR MISS: Kim Smith, 16, daughter of 
Mr. and Mrs. Milton Smith, route 1, CR-388, Gobies, 
was selected Gobies Junior Miss 1974 in contest Sa- 
turday at Gobies high school. Miss Smith, a Gobies 
high school sophomore, was one of 21 contestants. 
Sailor Cook, 13, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Richard 
Cook, M-40 south, Gobies, was selected first 
runner-up. Contest was staged to prepare girls for 
competition later in Miss Gobies annual queen and 
was not associated with national Junior Miss 
competition. (Staff photo) 


NEW PROSECUTOR AND STAFF:,Members of the 
Berrien county prosecutor's staff stand with new 
Prosecutor John Smietanka (left foreground). 
Smietanka was appointed to replace Ronald J. 
Taylor who resigned to return to private practice. 
Staff members, who serve at pleasure of the 
prosecutor, were reappointed and sworn into office 


Friday in Berrien circuit court. Smietanka's ap- 
pointment is at least until November, 1974, election, 
but, because of two conflicting statutes, the state 
attorney general has been asked to give an opinion 
on whether the appointment is valid until the end of 
Taylor's term in 1976. Staff is (front, from left) as- 
sistant Prosecutors Quentin Fulcher, Robert 


McDowell, Sally Zack, John J. Long, Jack Struwin, 
Wilbur.Schillinger, Maurice Nelson; special assis- 
tant prosecutors (back row from left) Thomas 
McCoy and Seymour Zaban; and chief investigator 
Andrew Novikoff. Absent are investigators Randy 
Arnt, John Gillespie and Bryce Taylor.(Staff photo) 


DeMaso Worries About House Action 


Quick Senate 'Rescue BilV Okay Seen 


By PATRICK CONNOLLY 
Associated Press Writer 


LANSING, Mich. (AP) — Chances appear good for Senate pas- 


sage of the farmland rescue bill this week — but its future in the 
House is extremely doubtful. 


The bill would grant owners of farmland and certain other un- 


developed areas tax relief if they agree not to alter the land for ten 
years. 


The idea is to encourage farmers to keep their land in agricul- 


ture in the face of rising property taxes and attractive offers to buy 
from real estate speculators, especially near metropolitan areas. 


An additional attraction of the bill is it would allow farmland to 


be taxed according to its value if used for agriculture and not its 
potential value as a parking lot or high-rise apartment complex. 


"Some people object that it is too far reaching, too broad, a bill. 


They just want the tax-relief part without saving the lands," said 
Sen. Harry DeMaso, Senate Taxation Committee chairman who 
sponsored the bill. 


DeMaso, R-Battle Creek, predicts the bill will win easy Senate 


passage — possibly tonight — but is pessimistic about the bill's 
House fate. 


"I've heard all kinds of stuff...that they're going to hold it in 


House taxation committee as a pawn for other bills...that they 
were going to chop it and do this and that to it," DeMaso said. 


DeMaso's bill is a complete 20-page reworking of a six-page bill 


passed by the House last year. 


Under his bill, improvements for land owned by person who 


have signed a nondcvelopfnent contract with the state would be 
limited and scrutinized by state officials. 


If a landowner got slate permission to cancel a contract, he 


would have to pay the state all the tax credits he received plus 25 
per cent of the value of the land. 


If the land owner sneaked unauthorized improvements into the 


land or sold it to housing developers without state agreement he 
could be assessed up to double the land value as a penalty. 


Those penalties actually are more lenient than those in Califor- 


nia and New York, which are among 32 states which now have 
some type of land-protection law, DeMaso said. 


DeMaso's bill has the backing of Gov. William Milliken, who has 


long insisted the state needs a little more sense in its urban 
sprawl, and the 60,000-member Michigan Farm Bureau. 


In the House, a final vote is expected this week on a bill to 


exempt Michigan from federally imposed daylight saving time 
next fall. 


The measure, sponsored by Rep. Donald Van Singel, R-Granl, 


comes at a time of growing skepticism over the benefits of DST in 
saving energy. 


Milliken himself has asked President Nixon to repeal his Jan, 6 


order placing states on DST as an energy-saving measure. Since 
then, however, many authorities have contended little or no energy 
was saved and the lives of many children have been jeopardized by 
walking to school in the dark. 


State legislatures can exempt their slates from the DST order if 


the individual state has two time zones, lawmakers said. 


The Upper Peninsula's four western-most counties are on cen 


tral time while the rest of Michigan is on eastern time. 


As it now reads, Van Singel's bill would not exempt Michigan 


from DST until 2 a.m. Oct. 27, when DST normally would be over 
for the year. 


Fuel Price Gouging Was 'Last Straw' 


Area Truck Leaders Blame 'Inequities'* 


ByLYLESUMERIX 
South Berrien Bureau 


NEW BUFFALO — Price 


gouging at the fuel pumps was 
"merely the proverbial straw 
that broke the camel's back," 
according to leaders of striking 
independent truck drivers in 
this 
southwestern 
Berrien 


county area. 


'It was the last of a series of 


inequities truck drivers face 
today," said R. J. Richards, 48, 
New Butfalo, owner of three 
trucks and a local leader of 
members of the Federation of 
American 
Steel 
Haulers 


(FASH). 


FASH is one of several groups 


of independent truckers across 
the nation demanding higher 
cargo fares and protesting 
against high fuel costs. Local 
action was part of a nationwide 
movement to force adjustments 
by the federal government. 


Other 
problems 
cited by 


Richards and William Ward of 
LaPorte, Ind., representative of 
the 
Owner-Operator 
and 


Independent Drivers Associa- 
tion of America, are stale-to- 
statc differences 
in trailer 


lengths, licensing regulations 
and speed limits. 


"In short," they said, "it is 


the lack of a uniform set of 
regulations for truckers that 
apply nationwide." 


The rising cost of fuel, they 


said, was "just the last straw." 


The protests, which started at 


midnight Jan. 31, throughout 
the east and midwest, have 
spread across much of the 
country, reducing truck traffic 
on highways and choking off 
supplies to industry and other 
businesses. 


Some firms have had to close 


down and lay off workers. 


With the protests have come 


reports of violence against 
truckers not supporting the 
strike. Protest leaders locally 
have repeatedly charged that 


R. J. RICHARDS 
Leads truckers 


Village Of Grand Beach 
Cancels Special Election 


GRAND BEACH - A special election 


scheduled for Feb. 18 here concerning 
proposed amendments to the village charter 
has been canceled, according to Mrs. Ethel 
C. Jilek, village clerk-treasurer. 


Mrs. Jilek reported that the village has not 


as yet received permission from the county 
special elections committee tn stage the 
election. 


She said that between 45-50 days must 


lapse after official permission is received 


from the county before the election can be 
held, Ihus eliminating the February date. 


A date of April 8 has tentatively been set 


for the election, pending county approval, 
Mrs. Jilek said. 


Three proposed amendments to the village 


charter dealing with the scheduling of village 
eleclions and staggered terms for council 
members will appear on the special election 
ballot. 
WILLIAM WARD 
Outspoken trucker 


the acts are not the work of 
truckers, but that of persons 
outside the trucking industry. 


Richards and Ward 
have 


maintained tight control over 
protesting drivers in Berrien 
county. "We don't want any part 
of violence," they said. 


Both leaders cited the need 


for federal laws to set up one set 
of regulations for truckers na- 
tionwide. "Right now we're at 
the mercy of each individual 
state," said Richards. 


As examples, he cited varying 


weight 
restrictions, 
trailer 


lengths, use and size of reflec- 
tors, license requirements, and 
speed limits from state to state. 


"In one state," said Richards, 


"weight limitations on the 
highways are higher than on 
bridges so you can be fined 
every time you cross a bridge." 


In 
addition 
to 
uniform 


regulations, 
what 
do 
the 


truckers want? 


"We want a roll back on fuel 


prices 
to 
May 
15, 1972; 


maximum 
60 
foot 
overall 


length; 
maximum 
80,000 


pounds; gross weight and a 27 
per cent increase in revenue for 
owner-operators," 
said 


Richards. 


Until these can be achieved. 


Richards 
said 
a 
flexible 


surcharge on the owner-opera- 
tor's share of freight rates 
would be acceptable. 


He said thai truck owners get 


46 per cent of the gross fare, 
while drivers receive 29 per cent 
•and shipping companies 25 per 
cent. "The drivers and com- 
panies are getting a fair share, • 
but we need a 20 per cent 
increase in the owner's share," 
Richards stated. 


Right now we are having to 


subsidize operating costs from 
drivers' salaries, he pointed out. 
All we want is to to make a 
decent relurn on our invest- 
ment, he added.— 


High fuel costs, more than 


double those of a year ago in 
some places, are not the only 
economic factors facing truck 
owners. 


Richards said a rig costing 


$17,000 in 1968 cost $25,000 in 
1972. One costing $33,000 last 
May, 
cost 
$1.750 more in 


December. 


"Right now it costs us about 


32 cents per mile for a $30,000 
outfit," said the FASH leader. 


Both Richards and Ward also 


said they don't like the proposed 
55 miles per hour speed limit for 
trucks, but "we can live with it" 
if it is uniform for all vehicles. 


Richards said he figures the 


optimum speed for the average 
truck is 57 to 60 miles per hour, 
based on such factors as wind 


resistance and design of drive 
mechanisms. 


"We don't want to see anyone 


get hurt or go hungry," said 
Richards. However, he added 
that truckers have been pushed 
around long enough and this 
lime they are going to stay out 
until they receive some guaran- 
tee of satifaction. 


Independent truckers have 


representatives working with 
federal officials in Washington 
in hopes of an early settlement. 


However, most say they are 


prepared to wait it out. "We've 
all got bills," admitted George 
Kimmel of New Buffalo, "but 
we must stick togelher." -He 
said his monlhly payment on 
Iwo rigs costing $100.000 is 
$2,640. 


Why Truckers' 
Remain At Oasis 


WOODHAVEN, Mich. (AP) - 


Many drivers at the Detroiter 
Truck Stop were too scared to 
get back on the road Sunday 
after two days of scattered 
violence 
on 
highways 
in 


Michigan and other states. 


"I'm scared," said a burly 


trucker from Tennessee. "If, I 
go back out there I could get 
shot." 


"It's just plain guerrilla war- 


fare," agreed ex-Marine Terry 
Plumley, 31. "One guy pulled in 
here with eight bullets in his 
rig." 


About 50 rigs were shut down 


at the truck oasis Sunday. Some 
of the drivers said they'd been 
there since Thursday, sleeping 
in their cabs and losing up to $70 
a day pay. 


"I'd rather lose my money 


than my life," said one. "I've a 
wife and three kids in Georgia." 


Plumley, out of Tampa with a 


load of lobsters, said he's been 
sleeping in his tractor since 
Friday. If the violence hasn't 
subsided by today, he said, he'll 
abandon his truck and head for 
home. 


"I'm going to fly back to 


Tampa before I drive out of here 
to get shot at," the tatooed 
Plumley said. 


There were scattered reports 


of shootings and vandalism on 
Michigan highways over the 
weekend, with five drivers 
reporting they were targeted for 
bullets and many others in- 
dicating their rigs were van- 


dalized. 


Max Krugman, 28, of Carpen- 


tersville, 111., was wounded 
Sunday night, and hospitalized 
in fair condition. Four others 
reported their rigs were hit, but 
they were not injured. 


Much of the violence has been 


centered in Ohio, and the' 
drivers said it's fear of gunfire 
on Interstate 75 near Toledo that 
is keeping them at the De- 
troiter, north • of the Ohio- 
Michigan state line. 


The snipers, Plumley said, 


"are radicals and wierdos." 


He conceded, along with most 


others, that he doesn't really 
know who's doing the shooting. 
The men said all they know is 
they don't intend to get caught 
in the crossfire. 


However, a convoy of six 


trucks was to roll out this 
morning and the drivers said 
they would carry revolvers. 


"We don't want violence, but 


things are a hell of a mess," 
said one. 


The Detroiter is the largest 


TRUCKER TERRY PLt'MLEV 


"It's.. .Guerilla Warfare" 


truck slop near Detroil on 1-75. 
the major artery connecting 
Michigan and Ohio induslrial 
centers. 


Ed Vollenweider, manager 01 


the Detroiter, said his business 
is down 80 per cent since th< 
showdown began last week. 


"If the trucks stay off the roar 


for another week, this country's 
going to have a major crisis 01 
its hands." he predicted 


SMC Asks Federal Fund* 


DOWAGIAC - Southwestern Michigan college here has 


requested federal funding for a survey to determine educational 
problems and needs among farm families in Cass and Van Barcn 
counties, according to a college spokesman. The spokesman said 
the proposed survey would be of a representative section of rural 
families in the two counties . Purpose of (he survey tht spokes 
man said, is to try and determine what rural Families *ani '">u 
educational institutions. 


